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Franklin Roosevelt was elected president for an unprecedented third term in 1940 because at the time the world
faced unprecedented danger, instability, and uncertainty. Much of Europe had fallen to the advancing German
Army and Great Britain was barely holding its own. A great number of Americans remained committed to
isolationism and the belief that the United States should continue to stay out of the war, but President Roosevelt
understood Britain's need for American support and attempted to convince the American people of the gravity
of the situation. In his Annual Message to Congress (State of the Union Address) on January 6, 1941, Franklin
Roosevelt presented his reasons for American involvement, making the case for continued aid to Great Britain
and greater production of war industries at home. In helping Britain, President Roosevelt stated, the United
States was fighting for the universal freedoms that all people possessed.

“The Four Freedoms,” Franklin D. Roosevelt, Abridged (January 6, 1941)

| address you, the Members of the Seventy-seventh Congress, at a moment unprecedented in the history of the Union. |
use the word “unprecedented,” because at no previous time has American security been as seriously threatened from
without as it is today....

Our national policy is this:

First, by an impressive expression of the public will and without regard to partisanship, we are committed to all-inclusive
national defense.

Second, by an impressive expression of the public will and without regard to partisanship, we are committed to full
support of all those resolute peoples, everywhere, who are resisting aggression and are thereby keeping war away from
our hemisphere. By this support, we express our determination that the democratic cause shall prevail; and we strengthen
the defense and security of our own Nation.

Third, by an impressive expression of the public will and without regard to partisanship, we are committed to the
proposition that principles of morality and considerations for our own security will never permit us to acquiesce in a peace
dictated by aggressors and sponsored by appeasers. We know that enduring peace cannot be bought at the cost of other
people’s freedom.

In the recent national election there was no substantial difference between the two great parties in respect to that national
policy. No issue was fought out on this line before the American electorate. Today, it is abundantly evident that American
citizens everywhere are demanding and supporting speedy and complete action in recognition of obvious danger.
Therefore, the immediate need is a swift and driving increase in our armament production....

To change a whole nation from a basis of peacetime production of implements of peace to a basis of wartime production
of implements of war is no small task. And the greatest difficulty comes at the beginning of the program, when new tools

and plant facilities and new assembly lines and shipways must first be constructed before the actual materiel begins to
flow steadily and speedily from them.

In the future days, which we seek to make secure, we look forward to a world founded upon four essential human
freedoms.

The first is freedom of speech and expression—everywhere in the world.

The second is freedom of every person to worship God in his own way—everywhere in the world.



The third is freedom from want-which, translated into world terms, means economic understandings which will secure to
every nation a healthy peacetime life for its inhabitants— everywhere in the world.

The fourth is freedom from fear—which, translated into world terms, means a world-wide reduction of armaments to such
a point and in such a thorough fashion that no nation will be in a position to commit an act of physical aggression against
any neighbor—anywhere in the world.

That is no vision of a distant millennium. It is a definite basis for a kind of world attainable in our own time and
generation. That kind of world is the very antithesis of the so-called new order of tyranny which the dictators seek to
create with the crash of a bomb.

To that new order we oppose the greater conception—the moral order. A good society is able to face schemes of world
domination and foreign revolutions alike without fear.

Since the beginning of our American history, we have been engaged in change—in a perpetual peaceful revolution-a
revolution which goes on steadily, quietly adjusting itself to changing conditions—without the concentration camp or the
quick-lime in the ditch. The world order which we seek is the cooperation of free countries, working together in a
friendly, civilized society.

This nation has placed its destiny in the hands and heads and hearts of its millions of free men and women; and its faith in
freedom under the guidance of God. Freedom means the supremacy of human rights everywhere. Our support goes to
those who struggle to gain those rights or keep them. Our strength is our unity of purpose.

To that high concept there can be no end save victory.
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Point of View —

Questions — Answer in blue or black pen and in complete sentences:

1. What does FDR see as necessary to protect the nation and other keepers of democracy?

2. What are the “Four Freedoms”?



3. FDR refers to “the supremacy of human rights everywhere.” What do you think FDR means and
what role will the U.S. play in achieving this goal?

4. Do you believe the Four Freedoms are still relevant to the United States today? Explain.
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