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Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction, Abraham Lincoln, Abridged (December 8, 1863) 

 

Whereas in and by the Constitution of the United States it is provided that the President "shall have power to grant reprieves and 

pardons for offenses against the United States, except in cases of impeachment;" and 

 

Whereas a rebellion now exists whereby the loyal State governments of several States have for a long time been subverted, and many 

persons have committed and are now guilty of treason against the United States; and 

 

Whereas, with reference to said rebellion and treason, laws have been enacted by Congress declaring forfeitures and confiscation of 

property and liberation of slaves, all upon terms and conditions therein stated, and also declaring that the President was thereby 

authorized at any time thereafter, by proclamation, to extend to persons who may have participated in the existing rebellion in any 

State or part thereof pardon and amnesty, with such exceptions and at such times and on such conditions as he may deem expedient for 

the public welfare; and … 

 

Whereas it is now desired by some persons heretofore engaged in said rebellion to resume their allegiance to the United States and to 

re-inaugurate loyal State governments within and for their respective States: 

 

Therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, do proclaim, declare, and make known to all persons who have, 

directly or by implication. participated in the existing rebellion, except as hereinafter excepted, that a full pardon is hereby granted to 

them and each of them, with restoration of all rights of property, except as to slaves and in property cases where rights of third parties 

shall have intervened, and upon the condition that every such person shall take and subscribe an oath and thenceforward keep and 

maintain said oath inviolate, and which oath shall be registered for permanent preservation and shall be of the tenor and effect 

following, to wit: 

 

I,_________,do solemnly swear, in presence of Almighty God, that I will henceforth faithfully support, protect, and defend the 

Constitution of the United States and the Union of the States thereunder; and that I will in like manner abide by and faithfully support 

all acts of Congress passed during the existing rebellion with reference to slaves, so long and so far as not repealed, modified, or held 

void by Congress or by decision of the Supreme Court: and that I will in like manner abide by and faithfully support all proclamations 

of the President made during the existing rebellion having reference to slaves, so long and so far as not modified or declared void by 

decision of the Supreme Court. So help me God. 

 

The persons excepted from the benefits of the foregoing provisions are all who are or shall have been civil or diplomatic officers or 

agents of the so-called Confederate Government; all who have left judicial stations under the United States to aid the rebellion; all 

who are or shall have been military or naval officers of said so-called Confederate Government above the rank of colonel in the army 

or of lieutenant in the navy; all who left seats in the United States Congress to aid the rebellion; all who resigned commissions in the 

Army or Navy of the United States and afterwards aided the rebellion; and all who have engaged in any way in treating colored 

persons, or white persons in charge of such, otherwise than lawfully as prisoners of war, and which persons may have been found in 

the United States service as soldiers, seamen, or in any other capacity. 

 

And I do further proclaim, declare, and make known that whenever, in any of the States of Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, 

Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, and North Carolina, a number of persons, not less than one-tenth in number of 

the votes cast in such State at the Presidential election of the year A. D. 1860, each having taken the oath aforesaid, and not having 

since violated it, and being a qualified voter by the election law of the State existing immediately before the so-called act of secession, 

and excluding all others, shall reestablish a State government which shall be republican and in nowise contravening said oath, such 

shall be recognized as the true government of the State, and the State shall receive thereunder the benefits of the constitutional 

provision which declares that "the United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a republican form of government and 

shall protect each of them against invasion, and on application of the legislature, or the executive (when the legislature cannot be 

convened), against domestic violence." 

 

And I do further proclaim, declare and make known that any provision which may be adopted by such State government in relation to 

the freed people of such State which shall recognize and declare their permanent freedom, provide for their education, and which may 

yet be consistent as a temporary arrangement with their present condition as a laboring, landless, and homeless class, will not be 

objected to by the National Executive. 

…  
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To avoid misunderstanding, it may be proper to say that this proclamation, so far as it relates to State governments, has no reference to 

States wherein loyal State governments have all the while been maintained. And for the same reason it may be proper to further say 

that whether members sent to Congress from any State shall be admitted to seats constitutionally rests exclusively with the respective 

Houses, and not to any extent with the Executive. And, still further, that this proclamation is intended to present the people of the 

States wherein the national authority has been suspended and loyal State governments have been subverted a mode in and by which 

the national authority and loyal State governments may be reestablished within said States or in any of them; and while the mode 

presented is the best the Executive can suggest, with his present impressions, it must not be understood that no other possible mode 

would be acceptable. 

 

Given under my hand at the city of Washington, the 8th day of December, A. D. 1863, and of the Independence of the United States of 

America the eighty-eighth. 

 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

By the President: 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, 

Secretary, of State. 

 

 

Questions – Answer in blue or black pen and in complete sentences: 

 

1. How can people receive amnesty under President Lincoln’s Proclamation? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Who could in good conscience take the oath that President Lincoln suggests?  Who must ask for a special pardon under the 

Proclamation?  Does this seem to be a large group of people? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What does Lincoln have to say regarding the treatment of former slaves?  Does this proclamation apply to the slave-holding states 

that remained in the union? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wade-Davis Bill on Reconstruction, Abridged (July 2, 1864) 

A Bill to guarantee to certain States whose Governments have been usurped or overthrown a Republican Form of Government. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That in the states 

declared in rebellion against the United States, the President shall, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, appoint for each a 

provisional governor, whose pay and emoluments shall not exceed that of a brigadier-general of volunteers, who shall be charged with 

the civil administration of such state until a state government therein shall be recognized as hereinafter provided. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That so soon as the military resistance to the United States shall have been suppressed in any such 

state, and the people thereof shall have sufficiently returned to their obedience to the constitution and the laws of the United States, the 

provisional governor shall direct the marshal of the United States, as speedily as may be, to name a sufficient number of deputies, and 

to enroll all white male citizens of the United States, resident in the state in their respective counties, and to request each one to take 

the oath* to support the constitution of the United States, and in his enrolment to designate those who take and those who refuse to 

take that oath, which rolls shall be forthwith returned to the provisional governor; and if the persons taking that oath shall amount to a 

majority of the persons enrolled in the state, he shall, by proclamation, invite the loyal people of the state to elect delegates to a 

convention charged to declare the will of the people of the state relative to the reestablishment of a state government subject to, and in 

conformity with, the constitution of the United States. 
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*Known as the Ironclad Oath, which reads: 

“I, ___, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have never voluntarily borne arms against the United States since I 

have been a citizen thereof; that I have voluntarily given no aid, countenance, counsel, or encouragement to 

persons engaged in armed hostility thereto; that I have neither sought nor accepted nor attempted to exercise the 

functions of any office whatever, under any authority or pretended authority in hostility to the United States; that I 

have not yielded a voluntary support to any pretended government, authority, power or constitution within the 

United States, hostile or inimical thereto. And I do further swear (or affirm) that, to the best of my knowledge and 

ability, I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States, against all enemies, foreign and domestic; 

that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental 

reservation or purpose of evasion, and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I 

am about to enter, so help me God.” 

— Statutes at Large, Thirty Seventh Congress, Second Session 

… SEC.4. And be it further enacted, That the delegates shall be elected by the loyal white male citizens of the United States of the age 

of twenty-one years, … but no person who has held or exercised any office, civil or military, state or confederate, under the rebel 

usurpation, or who has voluntarily borne arms against the United States, shall vote, or be eligible to be elected as delegate, at such 

election. 

SEC.5. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners, or either of them, shall hold the election in conformity with this act, 

and, so far as may be consistent therewith, shall proceed in the manner used in the state prior to the rebellion. The oath of allegiance 

shall be taken and subscribed on the poll-book by every voter in the form above prescribed, but every person known by or proved to, 

the commissioners to have held or exercised any office, civil or military, state or confederate, under the rebel usurpation, or to have 

voluntarily borne arms against the United States, shall be excluded, though he offer to take the oath; and in case any person who shall 

have borne arms against the United States shall offer to vote he shall be deemed to have borne arms voluntarily unless he shall prove 

the contrary by the testimony of a qualified voter. … 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That the convention shall declare, on behalf of the people of the state, their submission to the 

constitution and laws of the United States, and shall adopt the following provisions, hereby prescribed by the United States in the 

execution of the constitutional duty to guarantee a republican form of government to every state, and incorporate them in the 

constitution of the state, that is to say: 

First. No person who has held or exercised any office, civil or military, except offices merely ministerial, and military offices below 

the grade of colonel, state or confederate, under the usurping power, shall vote for or be a member of the legislature, or governor. 

Second. Involuntary servitude is forever prohibited, and the freedom of all persons is guaranteed in said state. 

Third. No debt, state or confederate, created by or under the sanction of the usurping power, shall be recognized or paid by the state. 

… SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That, until the United States shall have recognized a republican form of state government, the 

provisional governor in each of said states shall see that this act, and the laws of the United States, and the laws of the state in force 

when the state government was overthrown by the rebellion, are faithfully executed within the state; but no law or usage whereby any 

person was heretofore held in involuntary servitude shall be recognized or enforced by any court or officer in such state, and the laws 

for the trial and punishment of white persons shall extend to all persons, and jurors shall have the qualifications of voters under this 

law for delegates to the convention. The President shall appoint such officers provided for by the laws of the state when its 

government was overthrown as he may find necessary to the civil administration of the slate, all which officers shall be entitled to 

receive the fees and emoluments provided by the state laws for such officers. 

… SEC. 12. And be it further enacted, that all persons held to involuntary servitude or labor in the states aforesaid are hereby 

emancipated and discharged therefrom, and they and their posterity shall be forever free. And if any such persons or their posterity 

shall be restrained of liberty, under pretense of any claim to such service or labor, the courts of the United States shall, on habeas 

corpus, discharge them. 

SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That if any person declared free by this act, or any law of the United States, or any proclamation of 

the President, be restrained of liberty, with intent to be held in or reduced to involuntary servitude or labor, the person convicted 

before a court of competent jurisdiction of such act shall be punished by fine of not less than fifteen hundred dollars, and be 

imprisoned not less than five nor more than twenty years. 
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SEC. 14. And be it further enacted, that every person who shall hereafter hold or exercise any office, civil or military, except offices 

merely ministerial, and military offices below the grade of colonel, in the rebel service, state or confederate, is hereby declared not to 

be a citizen of the United States. 

 

Questions – Answer in blue or black pen and in complete sentences: 

 

1. Why do you believe the oath required by the Wade-Davis bill was referred to as the “Ironclad Oath”?  What is the 

requirement (regarding the oath) for a state to start the process of re-admission? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Which individuals are not allowed to take the oath and participate in these new state governments?  Why these 

restrictions? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What does this bill have to say regarding the treatment of former slaves? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Compare and contrast Lincoln’s plan and the Wade-Davis plan for reconstruction.  What are the strengths or weaknesses 

of both plans? 
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