
Chapter 28 –  The Affluent Society    Name:  ____________________________________ 
 

1. “The Economic Miracle” 
a. Sources of Economic Growth 

i. Government Spending 
 

ii. Baby Boom – note graph on p. 755 
 

iii. Suburbs 
 

iv. Automobiles 
 

v. Standard of living 
 

b. The Rise of the Modern West 
i. Federal spending 

 
ii. Climate 

 
c. The New Economics 

i. Keynesian Economics 
 

d. Capital and Labor 
i. Corporate Consolidation 

 
ii. Agriculture 

 
iii. “postwar contract” 

 
iv. AFL-CIO 

 
2. The Explosion of Science and Technology 

a. Medical Breakthroughs 
i. Penicillin 

 
ii. Jonas Salk – Polio note pic on p. 760 

 
b. Pesticides – DDT 

 
c. Postwar Electronic Research 

 
d. Postwar Computer Technology 

i. UNIVAC 
 

ii. IBM 
 

e. Bombs, Rockets, & Missiles 
i. Hydrogen Bomb 

 
ii. Missiles 

 
f. The Space Program 

i. 1957 



ii. Resulting federal policies after Sputnik 
 

iii. National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) 
 
 

iv. Apollo Program 
 

v. Shuttle Program 
 

3. People of Plenty 
a. The Consumer Culture 

i. Credit cards 
 

ii. Disney 
 

b. The Landscape and the automobile 
i. Federal Highway Act of 1956 

 
ii. Families 

 
c. The Suburban Nation 

i. “Levittown” 
 

ii. Family life 
 

d. The Suburban Family 
i. Gender roles 

 
ii. Dr. Spock Baby and Child Care 

 
e. The Birth of Television  

 
 

f. Travel, Outdoor Recreation, and Environmentalism 
 
 

g. Organized Society and its Detractors 
i. White collar workers 

 
ii. Education 

 
iii. Authors 

 
h. The Beats and the Restless Culture of Youth 

i. Beatniks 
 

ii. Jack Kerouac 
 

iii. James Dean 
 

i. Rock ‘n’ Roll 
i. Elvis Presley 

 



ii. Roots of rock n roll 
 

iii. American Bandstand – Dick Clark 
 

4. The “Other America” 
a. On the Margins of the Affluent Society 

 
b. Rural Poverty 

i. Sharecropping and tenant farmers 
 

ii. Migrant farmworkers 
 

c. The Inner Cities 
 

i. “Urban Renewal” 
 

5. The Rise of the Civil Rights Movement 
a. The Brown Decision and “Massive Resistance” 

i. Plessy v. Ferguson 1896 
 

ii. Thurgood Marshall 
 

iii. Brown v. Board 1957 – Chief Justice Earl Warren 
 
 

iv. Brown II 
 

v. “Massive Resistance” 
 

vi. Little Rock – Eisenhower & Orval Faubus  
 
 

b. The Expanding Movement 
i. Rosa Parks 

 
ii. Montgomery Bus Boycott 

 
 

iii. Martin Luther King Jr 
1. Doctrines 

 
2. Southern Christian Leadership Conference  

 
iv. Jackie Robinson 

 
v. Civil Rights Act of 1957 

 
c. Causes of the Civil Rights Movement 

i. WWII 
 

ii. Urban Black Middle Class 
 

iii. Labor Unions 



6. Eisenhower Republicanism 
a. “What was good for…General Motors” 

 
b. The Survival of the Welfare State 

i. Federal Highway Act 1956 
ii. Election of 1956 

 
c. The Decline of McCarthyism – Army-McCarthy Hearings 

 
7. Eisenhower, Dulles and the Cold War 

a. Dulles and “Massive Retaliation” 
i. John Foster Dulles 

 
ii. Massive retaliation 

 
iii. “brinkmanship” 

 
iv. Economics and massive retaliation 

 
b. France, America, and Vietnam 

i. July 23, 1953 Korea 
 
 

ii. Vietnam & France 
 
 

c. Cold War Crises 
i. Israel 

 
ii. Iran 

 
iii. Suez Crisis 

 
iv. Fidel Castro – Cuba 

 
d. Europe and the Soviet Union 

 
e. The U-2 Crisis 

i. U-2 Crisis 
 

ii. Eisenhower’s Farewell Address – “Military Industrial Complex” 
 
 
Read On the Road p. 756-757 
1.  How did television programs like Route 66 of the mid-1950’s reflect much older American myths about the American 
West? 
 
 
2.  In what other ways than those described in this feature did the highway system help the American economy? 
 
 
3.  What military advantages did the highway system provide? 


